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The use of violence today against protesters and other civilians has led to deplorable
loss of life. We express our condolences to the families and friends of the victims.

 
There is no justification for the use of force to disperse the peaceful sit-in. The
Transitional Military Council is accountable for security and rule of law in the country,
and have the responsibility to act with restraint.

 
We expect the Transitional Military Council to respect the right of people to voice
peacefully their concerns, without any threat or use of violence. Any escalation of the
use of violence can only derail the necessary political process and lead to a dangerous
impasse, that will not respond to the legitimate aspirations of the people of Sudan.

 
The priority should remain to find a swift consensus that allows a transfer of power to a
civilian-led authority, as also prescribed by the African Union. Such an authority is the
only partner with which EU-Sudan relations can be normalised.
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